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INTRODUCTION

The Wyoming Bird Checklist is part of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s
Nongame Program and is designed to enhance the user’s opportunity to view and
understand Wyoming’s wildlife and wildlands.

This checklist contains 444 species that have been known to occur in the state of
Wyoming. Its purpose is to help the user become more aware of birds occurring in the
state and provide an organized method for recording observations.

Common bird names are used and are listed in American Ornithologists’ Union
(AOU) format. Because names are constantly being changed, this checklist may not
match your field guide or other checklists. Distribution information for six regions of
Wyoming is provided, with a (+) designating regions where a species may be found.
Seasonal status, abundance, and general habitat preferences are also listed, with
corresponding keys located at the beginning of the checklist. Space is provided on the
right hand side of the checklist to record the date and location of your observations, and
additional space for notes and drawings is included in the back of the checklist.

Birds with a seasonal status of “R” (year-round resident) or “S” (summer resident) can
be assumed to breed in at least part of Wyoming, although this may not always be the
case. Birds with a seasonal status of “M” (migrant), “W” (winter resident), or “A”
(accidental) generally do not breed in Wyoming.

Successful use of this checklist will require using a field guide containing color
photographs or illustrations. A list of several field guides is located at the end of this
introduction. Binoculars or a spotting scope are essential, and you may want to carry a
camera, as well.

Bird watching can be done in conjunction with other activities or by planning special
outings. Field trips should be scheduled for early morning or evening hours when birds
are most active. Moving slowly and quietly and staying concealed can greatly improve
your opportunities to view birds.

Most people can watch birds at their homes. Landscaping, especially with native
plants, and providing a bird feeder and water will create viewing opportunities at your
window. (Information on attracting wildlife to your yard is available at your local
Wyoming Game and Fish Department office.) Wyoming Game and Fish Department
management areas, national forests and other public lands, rural areas, and local parks
are convenient areas for short trips. Areas that contain riparian habitat usually support
a wider variety of birds. Wildlife refuges and national parks are excellent places for bird
observation. These areas may provide tours, lectures, and other information on local
wildlife.

Membership in the Audubon Society or a local birding club is a great way to learn
and meet people with the same interests. These organizations conduct meetings,
lectures, and field trips, and may publish newsletters or journals. Some organizations
you may be interested in joining are listed on the following page.



Audubon Rockies

116 North College Avenue
Suite 1

Fort Collins, CO 80524
rockies.audubon.org

Bighorn Audubon
P.O. Box 335
Sheridan, WY 82801

www.bighornaudubon.com

Jackson Hole Bird and
Nature Club

P.O.Box LL

Jackson, WY 83001

A return address is provided on the back page of the checklist. If you are interested

Cheyenne High Plains
Audubon

P.O. Box 2502
Cheyenne, WY 82003
http://home.lonetree.com/
audubon

Laramie Audubon
P.O. Box 878
Laramie, WY 82073

http://laramieaudubon.
blogspot.com

Red Desert Audubon
P.O. Box 882
Lander, WY 82520

Meadowlark Audubon
P.O. Box 2126

Cody, WY 82414
www.meadowlarkwyo.org

Murie Audubon

Box 2112

Casper, WY 82602
http://murieaudubon.org

National Audubon
225 Varick Street

7th Floor

New York, NY 10014

www.audubon.org

in returning your checklist to the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, please place
the correct postage in the area provided and drop the checklist in the mail. Your
checklist will be used to expand the Department’s data on birds in Wyoming.

Hopefully, by using this checklist, you will increase your knowledge about the
natural world and come to appreciate the diversity of Wyoming's wildlife and the
endless opportunities these species provide for your personal enjoyment.

Recommended Field Guides
A Birder’s Guide to Wyoming by Oliver K. Scott. The American Birding Association,

Colorado Springs, CO.

Birds and Birding in Wyoming'’s Bighom Mountains Region by Jacqueline L.
Canterbury, Paul A. Johnsgard, and Helen F. Downing. Zea Books, Lincoln, NE.

Birds of Grand Teton National Park and the Surrounding Area by Bert Raynes. The
Grand Teton Natural History Association, Grand Teton National Park, WY.

Birds of North America by Chandler S. Robbins, Bertel Bruun, and Herbert S. Zim.
Golden Press, New York, NY.

Birds of Yellowstone by Terry McEneaney. Roberts Rinehart, Inc.
Field Guide to the Birds of North America. The National Geographic Society.
Finding the Birds of Jackson Hole by Bert Raynes and Darwin Wile. Darwin Wile,

Jackson, WY.

National Audubon Society: The SIBLEY Guide to Birds, written and illustrated by
David Allen Sibley. Alfred A. Knopf, New York, NY.

Peterson Field Guide to Birds of Western North America by Roger Tory Peterson.
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Boston, MA.

The New Stokes Field Guide to Birds: Western Region by Donald and Lillian Stokes.
Little, Brown and Company, Boston, MA.

Wyoming Birds by Jane L. Dorn and Robert D. Dorn. Mountain West Publishing,

Cheyenne, WY.

Printed 1991,1992; revised 1995, 2008, 2011, 2016.
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CHECKLIST MAP

NW = northwest (includes latilongs 1, 2, 8, and 9).
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northcentral (includes latilongs 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, and 12).

=z
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northeast (includes latilongs 6, 7, 13, and 14).
SW = southwest (includes latilongs 15, 16, 22, and 23).

SC

southcentral (includes latilongs 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, and 26).

SE

southeast (includes latilongs 20, 21, 27, and 28).




LEGEND FOR CHECKLIST

SEASONAL STATUS

R = Species that inhabits Wyoming year-round.

S = Species that inhabits Wyoming during the summer breeding season
(June-August; especially July) and migrates out of the state during the
non-breeding season.

W = Species that inhabits Wyoming during the winter (especially January),
but is absent during the summer.

M = Species is found in Wyoming only during spring and/or autumn migration
(records are especially lacking for July and January).

A = Species with accidental, unpredictable occurrence of individuals because
its range does not include Wyoming.

U = Species that occurs in Wyoming but seasonal status is uncertain.

ABUNDANCE

1 = Rare (species occupies only a small percentage of the preferred habitat within
its range or is found throughout its range in extremely low densities).

2 = Uncommon (species is common only in limited areas within its range or is
found throughout its range in relatively low densities).

3 = Common (species inhabits much of the preferred habitat within its range).

4 = Abundant (species inhabits most of the preferred habitat within its range).

5 = Unknown (species whose existence within Wyoming is verified but insufficient
information is available to determine abundance).

6 = Controlled (species currently exists in Wyoming only with human assistance).

HABITAT TYPES

FO = Coniferous and Deciduous Forest — found in combination or single species
stands. Conifers include pine, fir, and spruce; deciduous species include
aspen.

SH = Shrubland — areas dominated by one or more of the following: sagebrush,
bitterbrush, mountain mahogany, chokecherry, serviceberry, greasewood,
and/or juniper.

Rl = Riparian — areas bordering streams, lakes, and rivers. Characteristic
vegetation includes cottonwood, willow, spruceffir, and tall grasses.

PR = Prairie — open expanses of grasslands east of the Rocky Mountains
dominated by blue grama, buffalo grass, wheatgrass, bluestem, and silver

sagebrush.

ME = Meadows — includes wet-moist meadows and wet-moist meadow
grasslands.

WL = Wetlands — areas where water is present most of the time. Includes

marshes, lakes, and rivers. Vegetation includes cattails, rushes, sedges,
and willows.

AG = Agricultural Croplands — areas that are used intensively to produce grain,
forage, livestock, etc. Includes pasture, croplands, and irrigated native
meadows. May include shelterbelts.

SF = Special Features — areas having unique characteristics such as cliffs,

ledges, rock outcrops, caves, canyons, shorelines, waterfalls, bumns,

logging, buildings, mines, roadsides, etc.

Urban and built up areas, garbage dumps, highway bridges, abandoned

buildings, and occupied buildings.

ALL = All habitat types.

UR



WYOMING BIRD CHECKLIST

I’OBSI COMMON NAME Nﬁ N_C lﬁm—ﬁ sc S_E A:UT:UT::éE HABITAT COMMUNITIES DATE / LOCATION OBSERVED I
DUCKS, GEESE, & SWANS

_____ Greater White-fronted Goose HH Y o wL
____ SnowGoose HH Y] M2 WL,AG
__ Ross’s Goose HH M1 WL
___ Brant + ] an wL
____ Cackling Goose H O[] an ME,WL,AG
____ Canada Goose HH Y Rra ME,WL.AG
____ Trumpeter Swan A hd b4 bd hd hd B wL
__ Tundra Swan M hd hd b4 b hs wi2 WL
____ Whooper Swan + A wL
___ Wood Duck HHH Y] s RI,WL
___ Gadwall HH{ Y] Rra wL
____ Eurasian Wigeon A HH an wL
_____ American Wigeon zd Rdhd hd hd hd B WL
_____ American Black Duck + + + Al WL
____ Mallard 2 hd 24 b b hd B wL
___ Mottled Duck H oA wL
____ Blue-winged Teal zd 4 b4 Bd hd hd BT wL
____ Cinnamon Teal Y] s wL
____ Northem Shoveler MAMMAMMAMEE: wL
____ Northem Pintail Y re wL
____ Garganey + AN wL
____ Green-winged Teal z Bd hd hd hd hs R/4 wL
____ Canvasback HH Y s wL
____ Redhead H ] Y| s wL
____ Ring-necked Duck ] s wL
____ Tufted Duck + HH an WL
____ Greater Scaup ++ HHH wn WL
____ LesserScaup i hd hd hd hd s Si2 WL
____ Harlequin Duck ++ +|+ Si2 WL
____ Surf Scoter HH ] mn wL
___ White-winged Scoter a4 hd R hd be M2 wL
____ Black Scoter ++ A oan wL
____ Long-tailed Duck (Oldsquaw) M dhdhdhd hd B wL
____ Bufflehead o A hd hd hd hd LY RI.WL
_____ Common Goldeneye H Y] ws RI,WL
_____ Bamow's Goldeneye H Y] mes RI,WL
____ Hooded Merganser +H]HH Y] R2 WL
__ Common Merganser o R4 R hd hd hs R/3 WL,RI
____ Red-breasted Merganser HH Y s wL
____ Ruddy Duck HH Y s wL
GALLINACEQOUS BIRDS

____ Northem Bobwhite +H + re2 RIAG
____ Chukar HH ] wmes SH
____ Gray (Hungarian) Partridge R hdhd hd hd BN SH,RI,PRAG



WYOMING

™

IRD CHECKLIST

IﬂOBSl COMMON NAME ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ m HABITAT COMMUKITIES DATE / LOCATION OBSERVED I
____ Ring-necked Pheasant 2 hd hd hd hd hd BGE AG,RI,WL
_____ Ruffed Grouse HH R/3 FO,SH,RI,SF
____ Greater Sage-Grouse A4 hd hd hd hs R/3 SH,ME,AG
____ White-tailed Ptarmigan + + RN ME,RI,FO
____ Dusky (Blue) Grouse 1+ 1YY Rs FO.RI,SF
____ Sharp-tailed Grouse a hd b4 b b hd B PR,SH,AG
____ Greater Prairie-Chicken + Al PR
___ Wild Turkey 1+t |t R3 | FORILSHAG
LOONS

____ Red-throated Loon HH L Y mn WL
____ Pacific Loon HH[HIH Y] omn WL
____ Common Loon M Adhd hd hd b K wL
___ Yellow-billed Loon o hd hd B B4 hd BE.YX wL
GREBES

____ Pied-billed Grebe HHH Y] s wL
____ Horned Grebe HH[ ] s wL
____ Red-necked Grebe a hd hd B4 hd hd BT wL
____ Eared Grebe HHH ] s wL
____ Westem Grebe HHH Y] s wL
____ Clark's Grebe [ Y] sn2 wL
SHEARWATERS

____ Streaked Shearwater + Aan wL
STORKS

____ Wood Stork + AN WL
CORMORANTS & FRIGATEBIRDS

___ Lesser Frigatebird + AN WL
_____ Double-crested Cormorant A Y] s RI,WL
PELICANS & WADING BIRDS

____ American White Pelican H ] s wL
____ Brown Pelican + an WL
___ American Bittem HH Y] si2 wL
____ Least Bitter | an WL
___ GreatBlue Heron o hd b4 hd bd hd B RI,WL
___ GreatEgret ad hd b4 hd hd hd B ME,WL
____ Snowy Egret HH MY sn wL
____ Little Blue Heron + ] mn WL,ME
____ Tricotored Heron + | oan wL
____ Cattle Egret HH MY sn ME,WL
____ GreenHeron b hd hdhd hd B wL
____ Black-crowned Night-Heron ad b4 b4 hd hd hd BT WL
____ Yellow-crowned Night-Heron + +l an wL
____ Whitelbis + + an wL
____ GlossyIbis +H+ +H oan WL, ME
____ White-faced Ibis ][] se2 WL ME,AG




WYOMING BIRD CHECKLIST

I'OBSI COMMON NAME “A&Eﬁﬁ A:Ur:l)“::(':i HABITAT COMMUNITIES DATE / LOCATION OBSERVED I
VULTURES & HAWKS
____ Black Vulture oA FO,SH,PR
__ Turkey Vulture M 4 hd hd hd b S/3 ALL
___ Osprey 2 hd hd hd hd b S3 RI
____ White-tailed Kite + |+t a1 |FosHRIWL,
PRAG
____ Mississippi Kite +H |+ +|  Aan RI,PR
___ BaldEagle a hd 4 b b hd B FO.RI
____ Northem Harrier H Y| s SH.PRRI
____ Sharmp-shinned Hawk M A4 Rd b8 hd hd BT FO.SH,RI
___ Cooper's Hawk MM MMEE: FO.RI,SH
____ Northern Goshawk M hdhd hd hd hd B FO
____ Harris's Hawk + AN FO
__ Red-shouldered Hawk + A FO,RI
____ Broad-winged Hawk ++ +H ] sn PR.AG,SF
____ Swainson's Hawk A A hd hd e S/3 | SHPRMEAG,
SF
____ Red-tailed Hawk ++]|*H| ||| R3 | FOSHRIPR,
ME,AG,SF
____ Ferruginous Hawk ++]*+|*|t{*| ®rR3 | SHPRSFRI
____ Rough-legged Hawk A hd hd hdhd hs wi3 SH,PR,AG
____ Golden Eagle +H+] || H{*| R3 |FOSHPRAG,
SF
CRANES, RAILS, & COOTS
____ Yellow Rail + AN wL
____ Black Rail o ME,WL
____ Virginia Rail MMM MMMAMEE:H wL
___ Sora MMMMMMEEE WLRIAG
____ Purple Galiinule + AN WL
____ Common Gallinule + HOoH an wL
_____ American Coot o hd 54 hd b hd BE:-T wL
____ Sandhill Crane M hdhd hd bd A K- ME,WL.AG
____ Whooping Crane 2 hd B hd Bd hd BT ME,WL.AG
SHOREBIRDS & GULLS
____ Black-necked Stitt M MMM AMER: wL
____ American Avocet || s WL,SF
____ Black-bellied Plover M4 hd A hd B SF,WL
____ American Golden-Plover M2 hdhd hd hd B4 SF.WL
____ Snowy Plover Y] sn SF.WL
_____ Semipalmated Plover Y w2 SF,WL
____ Piping Plover H I o SFWL
____ Killdeer M hdhd hd hd hd B SF,WL
_____ Mountain Plover 2 Rdhd ha hd b S/3 PR
____ Spotted Sandpiper +HH [+ s SF,WL
_____ sSolitary Sandpiper HH[HH Y] oM WL,SF

o




WYOMING BIRD CHECKLIST

COMMON NAME

H
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IR RR RN R

Greater Yeilowlegs
Willet

Lesser Yellowlegs
Upland Sandpiper
Whimbrel
Long-bilted Curlew

Hudsonian Godwit
Marbled Godwit

Ruddy Tumstone

Red Knot

Stilt Sandpiper
Sanderling

Duntin

Baird’s Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher
Long-billed Dowitcher
Wilson's {Common) Snipe
American Woodcock
Wilson's Phalarope
Red-necked Phalarope
Red Phatarope
Pomarine Jaeger
Parasitic Jaeger
Long-tailed Jaeger
Long-billed (Marbled) Murrelet
Ancient Murrelet
Black-tegged Kittiwake
Sabine’s Gull
Bonaparte's Gull
Black-headed Gull

Little Gull

Ross's Gull

Laughing Gull

Franklin's Gull
Heermann's Gull

Mew Gull

Ring-billed Gull
California Gull

Herring Gull
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2 2 ABUNDANCE HABITAT COMMUNITIES DATE/LOCATION OBSERVED I
++ w3 SF.WL
+1+] s |MEWLAGSF
++] wms SF.WL
++] se PRAG
++ wmn WL,SF
+1+| sz |SHPRMEAG,
SF
4 wmn SF.WL
+|+| w2 |MEWLSFAG
+ M SF.WL
+ MM SF,WL
I+ w2 SF,WL
+H+] w2 SF.WL
i+ SF,WL
++ w3 SF,WL
++] w3 SF,WL
+H+] own SF,WL
+ M SF,WL
H+] w2 SF.WL
+H+] w2 SF,WL
+H+] w2 SF.WL
++] wmn SF,WL
+1+] w3 SF,WL
+|+] sm ME,WL,AG,RI
+H+]| an RIWL
+[+| s WL,SF
4] w2 WL,SF
++] an WL,SF
AN WL

++] an wL

+ AN wL
+ A wL
+ AN WL

+ AN wL
+Hi+] wmn WL

+H w2 wL

A WL

+| an wL
+ A1 WL
+ AN WL
+|+ si3 WL
+ A WL

+ AN wL

+| s wL
++ s wL
|+ wmn wL




